
You Make A Difference Award 
This award acknowledges the accomplishments of community member of organization 
in Indiana who has been especially helpful to persons with disabilities.  This year, LDA 
has selected… 
 

Jeannie Legge 
River Birch Elementary School 

Avon, Indiana 
 

Jeannie Legge is a fourth grade teacher at River Birch Elementary School. She was 
nominated by Stephanie Goebel, whose son is a student in her class.  In nominating 
Legge, Goebel stated, "Mrs. Legge always puts her students first, and she has gone 
above and beyond to make sure my son succeeds. She loves and supports all of her 
students. It is comforting that all of them know they are loved. " 
 
Goebel also said, “Jacob has a Traumatic Brain Injury that affects the way he learns. 
When my son had his kidney removed, Mrs. Legge was right there when he got home to 
make sure he was okay and even brought him a get well gift!" 
 
Mrs. Legge received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education, with an 
endorsement in special education, from Marian College in 1983, and a Masters degree 
in Elementary Education from Butler University in 1989. She began her teaching career 
at Holy Cross Central in Indianapolis from 1983-86. Since then, she has taught fourth 
grade for 29 years in Avon Community Schools, mostly in an inclusion classroom that 
serves both general ed and special ed students.  Mrs. Legge stated, “I love the dynamics 
of an inclusion environment where students of all abilities share their strengths and 
struggles in an effort to help one another thrive and achieve. The compassion, patience, 
excitement, and growth I see in my learners inspire me to be a better teacher every 
day.” 
 
In 2005, she was nominated as a top ten finalist for the Indiana State Teacher of the 
Year.  She has been married to her husband, Norm, for 26 years and has adult children.  
 

LDA Congratulates Jeannie Legge! 
 
 


